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Ms. Danielle Sayles—Educator 
2017-18 School Year—Oak Ridge High School                
email: dsayles@eduhsd.k12.ca.us 
website: sayles-expository.webs.com 

 
 

Course Expectations for Expository Reading and Writing 
 
Course Description as taken from “Expository Reading and Writing Online Community” 
Semester One Overview: 
 

“The goal of the Expository Reading and Writing Course is to prepare 

college-bound seniors for the literacy demands of higher education. Through 

a sequence of fourteen rigorous instructional modules, students in this 

year-long, rhetoric-based course develop advanced proficiency in expository, 

analytical, and argumentative reading and writing. The cornerstone of the 

course—the assignment template—presents a process for helping students read, 

comprehend, and respond to nonfiction and literary text. Modules also 

provide instruction in research methods and documentation conventions. 

Students will be expected to increase their awareness of the rhetorical 

strategies employed by authors and to apply those strategies to their own 

writing. They will read closely to examine the relationship between an 

author’s argument or theme and his or her audience and purpose; to analyze 

the impact of structural and rhetorical strategies; and to examine the 

social, political, and philosophical assumptions that underlie the text. By 

the end of the course, students will be expected to use this process 

independently when reading unfamiliar texts and writing in response to them. 

Course texts include contemporary essays, newspaper and magazine articles, 

editorials, reports, biographies, memos, assorted public documents, and 

other nonfiction texts. The course materials also include modules on two 

full-length works (one novel and one work of nonfiction). Written 

assessments and holistic scoring guides conclude each unit.”  
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According to the ERWC English Approved Course Proposal, adopting schools must 
choose eight to ten of the twelve 12th-grade modules including one full-length 
text for EACH semester. Therefore, we will study the following:  
 
Units studied in the FIRST SEMESTER 
 
What’s Next? Thinking About Life After High School  
As the opening module for the Expository Reading and Writing Course (college 
applications are usually due in October or November), this module focuses on 
establishing foundational attitudes toward college and adult-life language 
practices. Students will be asked to use reading, writing, and research to 
identify their post-high school goals, evaluate their readiness for such plans, 
and then effectively represent themselves to the community they wish to join. 
 
Rhetoric of the Op-Ed Page  
This assignment sequence introduces the Aristotelian concepts of ethos, logos, and 
pathos and applies them to a rhetorical analysis of an op-ed piece by Jeremy 
Rifkin on animals’ capacity for experiencing human emotions. The concepts of 
Aristotelian rhetoric will be used throughout the course by all of the modules. 
Students also have the opportunity to critically engage opposing views on the 
issue. Culminating writing assignments include a letter to the editor in response 
to the Rifkin article and an animal “Bill of Rights.” 
 
Racial Profiling 
This module has been designed to provoke students to take a stand on the 
controversial topic of racial profiling. Students identify, analyze, and evaluate 
the rhetorical moves Bob Herbert makes in his professional essay before 
determining the extent to which they will use similar strategies in their own 
essays. 
 
Into the Wild  
The nonfiction, full-length work Into the Wild, by Jon Krakauer, was published in 
1996. Engaging students in this biography/story based on Krakauer’s investigation 
of Christopher McCandless, a young idealistic college graduate, allows them to 
think deeply about human motivation and perhaps begin to understand something of 
the complexity of maturity. Excerpted in the book, students experience a taste of 
the works of the American Transcendentalists and Russian novelists, which so 
influenced McCandless’s life philosophy. Students conclude the assignment by 
writing a text-based academic essay on one of a number of themes from the work. 
 
Units studied in the SECOND SEMESTER 
 
1984  
This module explores George Orwell’s dark, complex, and controversial novel, 1984. 
The novel is full of big ideas and themes: totalitarian rule, surveillance 
technology, mind control, propaganda, the role of the individual versus the 
collective, the relation of language and thought, and even the nature of reality 
and perception. The novel is often read as a tragic story of an individual, 
Winston Smith, who tries to stand up to the totalitarian government and fails. 
This module is designed to help students go beyond the simple plotline and engage 
with some of the larger philosophical ideas and themes, in part by carefully 
reading parts of the novel that are often omitted: the chapters from the 
fictitious book by Emmanuel Goldstein, The Theory and Practice of Oligarchical 
Collectivism, and the appendix, “The Principles of Newspeak.” In effect, the novel 
integrates a literary narrative with fictional expository texts, which makes it 
ideal for use in an ERWC module. The culminating writing assignment offers a 
choice of four prompts, each of which explores one of the themes of the CSU ERWC 
course. Students are asked to use material from their notes and annotations of the 
novel to support their position on the issue of the prompt. 
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Juvenile Justice  
The module explores a legal issue and the way in which scientific evidence and 
personal observations and experience contribute to different strongly held points 
of view on the topic. Students practice analyzing different genres of text from a 
rhetorical perspective. The final on-demand assignment asks students to respond to 
a recent Supreme Court decision on the topic and to construct their own argument 
on one or the other side. 
 
The Value of Life  
This module asks students to synthesize their understanding of Hamlet’s “To be, or 
not to be” soliloquy; an excerpt from Chris Jones’s interview of Roger Ebert; an 
article by Amanda Ripley on the aftermath of 9/11; and a life insurance tool, the 
Human Life Value Calculator. Students are asked to add their voices to the 
discussion by creating a well-developed response to the question engaged by these 
sources: How should human life be valued?  
 
Final Reflection on Learning: The ERWC Portfolio  
The final instructional sequence and capstone assessment for the ERWC is the 
“Final Reflection on Learning: The ERWC Portfolio.” In careful alignment with the 
ERWC goals, the portfolio includes a reading-based argument letter that serves as 
an analysis and reflection on the student-selected writing samples and the course. 
 

 
Materials 
SUGGESTED MATERIALS-- 

• Assigned text  
• Binder—1" or larger (or organizational device which works for you) 
• binder paper—one ream or equivalent 
• pens/pencils 
• red pen (for grading ONLY) 
• highlighter 
• sticky notes/post-it notes (size 3”x3” is recommended) 

If you have any concerns about getting materials, financial or otherwise, please 
do not hesitate to see me—SOONER rather than later. 
 
 
Classroom Rules and Behavior 

1. All students are to be respectful of others, of themselves, and of teachers 
at all times. In other words, be generally respectful. 

 
2. Come to class prepared with all necessary and required materials.  

 
3. Come to class with the appropriate text unless otherwise instructed. 

 
4. Be ON TIME to class. If you are not on time, you are required to sign the 

Tardy Sign-In Sheet. See Tardy Policy for further details. 
 

5. Be ON TASK at all times. For example, if you are to be working, then I need 
to see you working. If you are to be listening, then I need to see you 
listening. 

 
6. When instructions, directions, or announcements are being given, your 

undivided attention is expected.  
 
You are the only person responsible for your behavior. If your behavior is not 
appropriate, I will give you a verbal or non-verbal warning. If the behavior 
continues, I will abide by the behavior policies in the school handbook. 
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Electronic Devices Policy 
Cell phones and other electronic instruments:  

According to District Administrative Regulation [AR 5131.10] and Ed. Code 
[Education Code 48901.5]: Unless otherwise instructed by the teacher, 
students shall turn off, not use, and keep out of sight cell phones and 
other signaling devices during the class period. Furthermore, any 
listening, recording, or videotaping of peers, teachers, or visitors to 
the classroom without prior consent is prohibited.  

All devices will be confiscated and later retrieved from the teacher or from the 
office, depending on level of consequence.  
 
**Some scenarios allow for “school-appropriate use of cell phones.” When in doubt, 
ASK. 
 
Grading Policy and Expectations 
Grades will be available to view on Aeries by both you and your parents. Grades 
will be compiled continuously until the end of the semester.  
 

a. For both progress reports and semester grade reporting, letter grades will 
be based upon the following percentages: 

 
90--100% = A- /A+  70—79% = C- /C+  0--59% = F 
80--89% = B- /B+  60--69% = D- /D+ 

 
b. Along with other teachers on campus, I will be using a grading process 

designed to give students more directed feedback about specific learning 
targets. For each unit, students will receive a list of learning targets 
(written in student-friendly language) and students will then be assessed 
throughout the unit to measure their progress. Students will know the areas 
in which they have performed well and areas that need improvement. Formative 
assessments will be used to inform students, teachers, and parents by 
charting progress made toward individual learning targets. Feedback is the 
purpose of these assignments.  Sometimes formative assessments will be worth 
points, sometimes not. Summative assessments allow students to demonstrate 
their proficiency on all learning targets within a unit. Summative 
assessments will indicate students’ mastery of all learning targets covered 
in each unit. Summative assessments will be the majority component in 
formulating progress report grades and semester grades. 

 
c. The CSU Expository Reading and Writing Course has designed rubrics specific 

to each summative assessment. These rubrics will be made available to 
students at the START of each unit to facilitate clear understanding of 
expectations, learning targets, and final outcomes. 

 
d. Participation will be assessed periodically—either by unit or by quarter, 

using the “Participation Self-Assessment Sheet,” and participation points 
will also be earned during individual activities—for example, during class 
discussions or group work. You must earn these points through actively 
participating in class; mere physical presence in your seat does not 
constitute participation. Participation is vital and constitutes a 
considerable amount of your grade. In other words, BE HERE and be an ACTIVE 
PARTICIPANT! 

 
e. If you are absent, you have two days per absence (as per school policy) to 

make up and turn in the missed assignments. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to ask 
me for the work that you missed. NOTE—If you miss class but are only absent 
for part of the school day, your assignments are still due THAT day.  
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f. As for late work, I do not accept late work HOWEVER I do reserve the right 
to make exceptions to this policy as needed on a RARE, case-by-case basis 
after conference with the student. In other words, DO NOT ASSUME YOU CAN 
TURN IN LATE ASSIGNMENTS AS YOU SEE FIT. In the rare event that exceptions 
have been made, the highest grade that you can earn on the late assignment 
is half credit or 50%.  
 

g. Major assignments are due on the assigned day regardless of absence. In 
other words, if an essay is assigned a week in advance and you are absent on 
the day that the essay is due, the essay must still be turned in ON THE 
ASSIGNED DAY. Have a friend turn it in for you, have a parent drop it off at 
the office and the office staff will put it in my box—get it here! Likewise, 
when extended due dates are given for in-class writing you are expected to 
be in class, prepared with the necessary materials on the given day unless 
arrangements are made IN ADVANCE. Your grade will suffer if you are ill-
prepared or not in class on in-class write days.  

 
Tardy Policy 
Use the “Tardy Sign-In Sheet” on the wall next to the door to sign in when you are 
tardy. The following tardy policy is as follows: 
 Tardy 1 and 2 = free 
 Tardy 3, 4, 5 = 5 participation points deducted for each tardy 

Tardy 6 and above = all participation points deducted, parent phone call, 
lunch detention, office referral (any or all of these apply) 

At any point, I reserve the right to use the school tardy policy IN ADDITION to my 
tardy policy if I deem necessary.  The tardy slate is wiped clean at the semester. 
(Yes—that's January, folks. Be on time.) 
 
Honor Code 
Mission and Vision: Honor is about academic integrity, moral and ethical conduct, 
and pride of membership in a community that values academic achievement and 
individual responsibility. Cultivating honor lays the foundation for lifelong 
integrity, developing in each of us the courage and insight to make difficult 
choices and accept responsibility for actions and their consequences, even at 
personal cost. The Oak Ridge High School Honor Code represents the integrity of 
its learning community and consists of persons who are:  

• Honest  
• Responsible for personal actions 
• Respectful of the rights and property of others 
• Respectful of school property and the environment 

Purpose of the Policy: The goal of the Honor Code is for all members of the Oak 
Ridge High School learning community to live by the code as opposed to merely 
abstain from wrong doing, thus securing an environment where academic integrity, 
and the resulting behavior, can flourish. The Honor Code recognizes the importance 
of honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility and wishes these 
principles to be a defining part of the Oak Ridge High School campus. 

Academic Honesty/Breach of Integrity/Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the act of copying someone else's work and turning it in as your 
own. Plagiarism is not acceptable in this class. If you are caught plagiarizing 
anyone's work (even copying a short homework assignment) or allowing someone to 
copy from your work, you will receive a zero on the assignment and you will be 
written up for Academic Breach of Integrity. Likewise, if you are caught 
plagiarizing from any other source, the penalties are the same. If you are caught 
plagiarizing a second time, you will receive an “F” in the course; this is per 
English Department policy. [Educational Code 35291—35291.5] 
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Devices in the Classrom 
My classes are very lucky to have access to Chromebooks when in the classroom, 
lesson and logistics permitting of course. All students must abide by the 
following procedures in regards to electronic devices in the classroom: 

1. Each student will be assigned a device.  Use YOUR device only.  Double-check 
your device number when you take it from the cart.  If someone else has your 
device, speak up!  Likewise, return your device to its rightful spot.  Every 
time. 

2. If there is something wrong with your device, document it and let me know 
immediately.  You don’t want to be held responsible for something you didn’t 
do. 

3. Drinks must go on the floor when devices are out.  Food should be eaten 
outside when devices are out. 

4. Absolutely no pictures/videos of people without their permission.  
5. If there is downtime during device use, you may check aeries or learn 

something on a current-events/news website (such as cnn.com or time.com).   
6. No one is allowed to leave the room at the end of class until all devices 

are returned and accounted for. 
 
 
Ensuring Success 
If you are struggling in class, the single most important thing you must do is 
communicate with me. If you have any questions or concerns, you need to talk to me 
ASAP instead of the day before grades are posted!! Don't wait and don't 
procrastinate. This is YOUR GRADE but, more importantly, this is YOUR EDUCATION 
and YOUR LEARNING EXPERIENCE—make it happen! 
 
 
Contact Information 
I am available at nutrition break every day. I am available at lunch and after 
school by appointment. You can also email me—this is the best way to contact me. 
My email is on the Oak Ridge High School website and on the front of the syllabus. 
Just in case, here it is again: dsayles@eduhsd.k12.ca.us. Again, please email me 
with any questions or concerns so that you can ensure your success in this class. 
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Contract for Course Expectations 
Expository Reading and Writing, 2017-18 School Year 
Danielle Sayles, Educator  
 
 
I, _____________________________ (PRINT student name), hereby certify that: 
 
 
I, _____________________________ (PRINT parent name), hereby certify that: 
 
 

• I have read and understand the policies and procedures outlined for 
this course on the preceding six pages; 

 
• I understand that late work WILL NOT be accepted*; that I am expected 

to be prepared and in class on all in-class writing dates; and that 
major assignments are due on the assigned day regardless of absence; 

 
• I understand that electronic devices of any kind are prohibited 

during instructional time (unless it is school-appropriate device 
use); furthermore, any listening, recording, or videotaping of peers, 
teachers, or visitors to the classroom without prior consent is 
prohibited;  

 
• I understand that I must abide by the rules (see page 6) in order to 

use the Chromebooks; 
 

• I am aware that the best way to ensure my success in this class is to 
work to the best of my ability every day, and to bring to class a 
willing and intellectually curious attitude. If I am struggling at 
any point, I should communicate with Ms. Sayles regarding my 
struggles. 

 
 
Student Signature ____________________________________ Date______________ 
 
Parent Signature _____________________________________ Date______________ 
 
Teacher Signature ____________________________________ Date______________ 
 
Comments/Concerns for Ms. Sayles:  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
This contract must be returned NO LATER THAN ________________.  

Please make a copy for your records. 
 

*Late work is not accepted HOWEVER on a rare, case-by-cases basis, exceptions can be made 
by Ms. Sayles. In these rare, case-by-case scenarios, the highest grade a student can earn 
is half-credit or 50% on said assignment. 


